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Response:  A Different  Perspective 
by  Barbara  Clark,  Walla  Walla  Meeting 

Marshall  Massey  has  done  us  an  important  ser- 
vice by  offering  his  compelling  and  unusually  well- 
organized  statements  on  the  mortal  danger  in  which 
we  have  placed  the  earth.  We  need  to  be  reminded 
often  and  loudly  of  what  we  are  doing,  because 
while  the  destruction  impinges  on  every  part  of 
our  lives,  paradoxically,  it  is  difficult  by  reason  of 
its  nature  for  most  of  us  to  observe  for  ourselves. 

But,  though  I’m  in  strong  accord  with  the 
urgency  in  Marshall’s  description  of  the  problem. 


I would  like  to  present  a different  perspective  on 
the  role  Friends  have  to  play  in  the  attempt  to 
save  our  planet.  I understand  the  thrust  of 
Marshall’s  argument  to  be  that  the  essential  need 
is  for  religious  bodies  to  help  people  understand 
that  the  destruction  of  the  earth  is  a moral  issue, 
so  that  we  will  react  with  horror  to  it,  at  which 
time  the  dumping,  poisoning,  and  killing  will  cease. 
I don’t  think  that  is  an  effective  approach. 

In  the  first  place,  I believe  that  we  are  already 
reacting  with  just  such  horror,  and  in  large  num- 
bers. Whether  it’s  because  we  simply  hate  to  see 
life  destroyed  or  because  we  consciously  filter  such 
(Continued  on  page  87) 


PAGE  86  - JANUARY,  1986 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 
(USPS  859-220) 

11349  Hwy  116,  Guerneville,  CA  95446 
Telephone:  (707)  869-2693 
Shirley  Ruth,  Editor 
Jeanne  Lohmann,  Associate  Editor 
722  10th  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

Corresponding  Editors: 

Jason  Brown,  NPYM,  6325  Tralee  Dr.,  N.W., 

Olympia,  WA  98502 

Mary  Etter,  NPYM,  3080  Potter,  Eugene,  OR  97405 
Anne  Karlstrom,  IMYM,  2305  W.  Hogan  Rd.,  Box  9, 
Flagstaff,  AZ  86001 

Vickie  Aldrich,  IMYM,  2562  Del  Norte,  S.W., 
Albuquerque,  NM  87105 

Marshall  Massey,  IMYM,  785  Jersey  St.,  Denver,  CO  80220 

The  official  organ  of  news  and  opinion  of  Pacific,  North 
Pacific  and  Intermountain  Yearly  Meetings  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends. 

Second  class  postage  paid  at  San  Francisco,  California. 

PUBLISHED  monthly  except  February  and  August  at 
722  - 1 0th  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94118.  All  corres- 
pondence, editorial  and  subscription,  should  be  directed 
to  the  Guerneville  address  above.  Deadline  for  copy  is 
fifth  of  the  month  preceding  month  of  issue. 

SUBSCRIPTION  RATES:  $1 4.00  per  year  for  individuals, 
$10.50  per  year  for  group  subscriptions  through  Meetings. 
Eirst  class  postage  $3.50.  Eoreign  postage  varies  as  to 
countries;  write  editor  for  costs.  Single  copies  $1 .50  post- 
paid. Monthly  Meetings  are  encouraged  to  subscribe  for 
all  their  members,  at  the  lower  rate.  Contributions  beyond 
subscription  price  are  welcomed  to  help  meet  actual  costs. 

All  contributions  are  tax  deductible;  receipts  sent  on  request. 
PACIEIC  YEARLY  MEETING  OEEICERS 
Presiding  Clerk:  Stratton  Jaquette,  258  Cherry  Ave.,  Los 
Altos,  CA  94022 

Assistant  Clerk;  Micki  Graham-Newlin,  840  Gooding  Dr., 
Number  102,  Albany,  CA  94706 
Treasurers;  Virginia  Croninger  and  Walter  Klein,  4509 
Pavlov  Ave.,  San  Diego,  CA  92122 

NORTH  PACIEIC  YEARLY  MEETING  OEEICERS 
Presiding  Clerk:  Paul  Davis,  227  N.W.  29  St., 

Corvallis,  OR  97330 

Steering  Committee  Clerk:  Susan  Dimitroff,  503  East  W St.,, 
Tumwater,WA  98501 

Treasurer;  Bob  Brown,  35401  Row  R iver  Rd.,  Cottage 
Grove,  OR  97424 

INTERMOUNTAIN  YEARLY  MEETING  OEEICERS 
Presiding  Clerk;  Anne  U.  White,  Sunshine  Canyon, 

Boulder,  CO  80303 

Continuing  Committee  Clerk;  Dick  Counihan,  1 559  Bradley,, 

Boulder,  CO  80303 

Treasurer:  Dorothy  Aldrich,  465  Garland  St.,  Lakewood 
CO  80226 


“In  the  great  faithfulness  which  is  the  climate  of 
genuine  dialogue,  what  I have  to  say  at  any  one 
time  already  has  in  me  the  character  of  something 
that  wishes  to  be  uttered,  and  I must  not  keep  it 
back,  keep  it  in  myself. . . Where  the  dialogue  is 
fulfilled  in  its  being,  between  partners  who  have 
turned  to  one  another  in  truth,  who  express  them- 
selves without  reserve  and  are  free  of  the  desire  for 
semblance,  there  is  brought  into  being  a memorable 
common  fruitfulness  which  is  to  be  found  nowhere 
else. . .” 

-Martin  Buber,  The  Knowledge  of  Man 
(New  York  1965),  p.  86. 

Toward  an  increase  of  our  “memorable  common 
fruitfulness,”  we  continue  in  this  issue  four  dia- 
logues begun  earlier  in  Friends  Bulletin— 
and  the  Ecological  Crises,  responses  to  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting’s  newly  rewritten  and  Practice,  How 
Friends  Meet  Crises  and  Changes,  and  further  in- 
sights on  Liberation  Theology.  We  shall,  through- 
out the  coming  months,  continue  these  dialogues 
in  occasional  forums.  In  this  way  our  communica- 
tions and  insights  on  issues  of  common  concerns 
may  be  enhanced. 

For  Buber,  great  faithfulness  in  truth-telling 
creates  community.  Concern  for  our  religious 
community  benefits  not  only  the  community  it- 
self but  moves  outward  in  action  to  the  world. 

Thus  we  understand  dialogue  as  that  basic  exchange 
in  truth  which  transforms.  We  invite  your 
participation. 

In  late  October,  1985,  Jeanne  Lohmann  and  I 
attended  an  international  gathering  of  Quaker 
editors  and  publishers  at  Quaker  Hill  Conference 
Center  in  Richmond,  IN,  sponsored  by  QUIP 
(Quakers  United  in  Publishing).  This  is  a joint 
effort  of  Programmed  and  Unprogrammed  Friends 
which  will  result  in  the  early  1987  publication  of 
the  first  international  catalogue  of  Quaker  publica- 
tions—books,  periodicals,  magazines  and  audio- 
visual materials.  QUIP  plans  to  cooperate  in  the 
publication  of  Quaker  books  and  may,  eventually, 
establish  a central  distribution  center.  This  is  an 
effort  which  will  benefit  Friends  and  Yearly 
Meetings  and  is  worthy  of  support.  We  shall  keep 
our  readers  informed  of  QUIP’s  progress. 

Shirley  Ruth 
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(Response:  Cont.  from  front  cover) 
events  through  a specifically  religious  or  moral 
formulation,  seems  to  me  of  little  importance. 
According  to  Marshall’s  PYM  talk,  more  than  80% 
favored  strengthening  the  Clear  Air  Act,  and  more 
than  90%  wanted  a stronger  Clean  Water  Act.  Those 
are  extraordinary  figures;  I doubt  that  that  many  of 
us  favor  motherhood!  As  Marshall  suggests,  we  all 
have  a long  way  to  go  before  we  see  clearly  the 
connections  between  what  we  do  at  home  or  on 
the  job  and  the  global  destruction  we  condemn, 
but  as  to  raising  a sense  of  outrage  at  poisoning 
living  creatures  and  destroying  our  planet,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  job  has  already  been  well  tended  to. 

Secondly,  experience  seems  to  show  that  the 
existence  of  a sense  of  outrage,  moral  or  otherwise, 
and  attempts  to  use  that  outrage  to  influence  the 
President  and  Congress  are  not  going  to  cause  the 
kinds  of  changes  we  seek.  As  mentioned  by 
Marshall,  under  Ronald  Reagan  90%  public  support 
didn’t  result  in  renewal  of  the  Safe  Drinking  Water 
Act  and  similar  laws.  But  it  is  also  true  that  under 
Jimmie  Carter,  a president  relatively  sophisticated 
in  his  concern  for  needs  of  the  environment,  the 
ocean-dumping,  forest-slashing,  land-eroding,  and 
general  mayhem  continued  apace.  (The  experience 
is  the  same  with  another  issue  of  similar  importance 
and  high  visibility:  strong  public  support  for  a 
bilateral  nuclear  freeze  and  generations  of  explicitly 
religious  calls  for  Peace  on  Earth  coexist  with  the 
production  of  ten  new  nuclear  warheads  a day.) 

I’m  persuaded  that  if  we  are  to  save  the  earth, 
we  must  recognize  that  it  is  not  finally  what  we  say 
or  believe  that  is  critical,  but  how  we  live,  both 
individually  and  as  a group.  We  must  see  that  the 
arms  race,  destruction  of  the  earth,  poverty,  and 
injustice  are  not  discrete  problems  arising  because 
of  ignorance  about  the  danger  or  lack  of  moral  con- 
cern, but  rather  that  they  are  the  toxic  byproducts 
of  the  way  that  we  humans  have  primarily  organized 
ourselves  to  live  day  in  and  day  out.  Although  con- 
demnation and  moral  outrage  are  necessary  to  make 
us  aware  of  these  deadly  wastes,  they  will  be  elimi- 
nated only  by  changing  the  institutions  which  spew 
them  out. 

A strong  case  was  made  by  Barry  Commoner  in 
Politics  of  Power  for  capitalism  as  the  institution 


largely  responsible  for  destruction  of  the  environ- 
ment, because  profit  is  the  ultimate  criterion  in 
decision-making  rather  than  any  longterm  global 
or  social  considerations.  His  argument,  that  the 
bases  of  decisions  in  the  United  States  are  not  the 
publicly-advertised  ones  but  rather  are  the  perceived 
needs  of  the  decision-makers,  is  critical.  But  while 
capitalism  is  surely  the  most  unabashed  institution- 
alization of  short-sightedness  and  individual  greed, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  state  socialist  system 
also  builds  nuclear  weapons  and  trashes  the  earth, 
and  no  useful  analysis  can  ignore  that. 

Common  to  both  systems  is  the  concentration 
of  power  in  relatively  few  hands.  Decisions  effecting 
the  earth  (and  all  aspects  of  our  lives)  are  made  by 
those  few,  with  an  end  to  maintaining  their  own 
position  and  the  stability  of  the  institutions  which 
they  value  and  which  give  them  privilege.  Thus  it 
is  not  irrationality  or  lack  of  moral  correctness 
that  results  in  what  we  consider  to  be  horrifying 
decisions  but  rather  a system  of  decision-making 
by  the  few  on  the  basis  of  their  own  self-interest. 

In  such  hierarchical  systems,  those  who  make 
decisions  are  not  primarily  concerned  with  the 
general  welfare  (unless  one  equates  maintenance 
of  the  status  quo  with  the  general  welfare). 

If  this  analysis  is  useful,  then  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  calling  of  the  Society  of  Friends  is  clear. 

In  over  300  years  we  have  developed  a way  of 
organizing  ourselves  which  is  truly  democratic  and 
egalitarian.  We  have  institutionalized  ways  of 
making  decisions  that  involve  the  valuing  of  each 
person,  consideration  of  diverse  points  of  view,  and 
reconciliation  of  the  needs  and  concerns  of  all  who 
are  involved. 

Quaker  institutions  are  based  on  the  essential 
religious  or  mystical  insight  which  subjectifies  the 
world.  In  the  Christian  tradition,  this  is  the  experi- 
ence that  whatsoever  you  do  to  the  least  of  these 
you  do  to  Me.  Other  traditions  use  different  words 
to  describe  the  same  knowledge,  such  as  the  won- 
derful passage  Marshall  quoted  {torn  Little  Big  Man 
distinguishing  two  views  of  the  world— one  where 
everything  is  alive,  the  other  where  everything,  in- 
cluding people,  is  dead. 

(Continued  on  page  88) 
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But  though  the  source  for  our  institutions  may 
be  religious,  their  effectiveness  is  not  dependent 
on  the  individuals  involved  sharing  that  insight. 

The  institutions  themselves  are  the  circle  that  draws 
us  in.  The  decisions  that  we  make  in  the  manner 
of  Friends  are  better  and  more  complete  than  we 
are  individually,  while  the  hierarchical  methods 
characterizing  most  of  modern  life  result  in  decisions 
worse  than  the  individuals  who  make  them  (hence 
the  genial,  apple-pie -loving  folks  who  order  napalm 
bombing  and  gang  rape  of  forests). 

What  I propose,  then,  for  the  Society  of  Friends 
is  a campaign  to  share  our  long  experience  with 
democratic  institutions.  This  would  be  a serious 
effort  to  undermine  those  hierarchical  structures 
throughout  society  that  result  in  destructive  and 
selfish  decisions  and  to  replace  them  with  the 
egalitarian,  self-managing  structures  which  are  so 
familiar  to  us  in  our  Meetings. 

Many  of  us  are  already  doing  this  to  some  de- 
gree in  our  work  or,  more  commonly,  in  those 
groups  that  we  explicitly  name  social  concerns 
organizations.  But  with  time  frames  such  as  those 
presented  by  Marshall,  it  is  obvious  that  such  work 
must  be  far  more  aggressive  than  it  now  is.  This 
would  require  planning  and  strategy  sessions, 
which  could  be  carried  on  at  yearly  and  quarterly 
meeting  interest  groups  as  well  as  on  the  monthly 
meeting  and  worship  group  level.  (A  tool  which 
most  individuals  and  groups  would  find  extremely 
helpful  in  this  task  is  a newly  published  book. 
Uprooting  War,  by  Brian  Martin,  Freedom  Press, 
1985,  available  in  the  U.S.  from  A Distribution, 

325  E.  84th  Street,  Number  4C,  New  York,  NY 
10028.) 

While  I by  no  means  intend  to  minimize  the 
importance  of  continued  reminders  to  us  all  of  the 
problems  we  must  solve  to  preserve  the  earth  as  a 
living  planet,  I think  that  our  special  strength  as 
Friends  is  not  in  the  area  of  sounding  the  alarm 
but  in  creating  and  nourishing  alternatives,  partic- 
ularly where,  as  in  the  case  at  hand,  we  have  sub- 
stantial and  important  experience  to  be  shared.  I 
thank  Marshall  Massey  for  opening  this  discussion 
and  hope  that  it  will  continue. 


Religionizing  the  Environment  Issue 

by  David  Alan  Munro,  Orange  County  Meeting 

The  information  on  the  deteriorating  environ- 
ment Friend  Massey  collected  is  excellent  as  well  as 
shocking,  but  the  suggestion  that  protection  of  the 
environment  should  be  made  a religious  crusade  is 
unjustified  as  well  as  dangerous.  In  all  the  technical 
evidence  cites— from  the  research  of  hydrologists, 
oceanographers,  geologists,  etc.— not  one  has  dis- 
covered any  connection  with  any  religious  issue. 

Protecting  the  environment  is  hard  work,  but  it 
is  political  work.  We  in  Laguna  Beach  have  done 
it.  We  formed  Village  Laguna,  an  environmental 
political  group,  and  have  in  15  years  elected  more 
city  councilmen  than  any  other  group  in  Laguna 
history.  At  another  level,  what  the  Sierra  Club  does 
is  also  hard  work,  but  political.  Ditto  with  Friends 
of  the  Earth,  Greenpeace,  etc.  Religion  is  a different 
matter. 

On  the  other  hand,  James  Watt,  recent  wrecker 
of  the  environment  as  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  is 
religious  and  did  invoke  religious  authority  for  some 
of  his  worst  acts. 

You  and  I may  think  Watt’s  performance  was  a 
ridiculous  misuse  of  religion,  in  fact  only  a trans- 
parent covering  for  his  obvious  service  to  the  oil 
companies,  the  coal  companies,  etc.  But  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  that’s  not  the  way  the  church- 
going public  of  the  nation  saw  Watt.  Even  today, 
if  Watt’s  righteousness  were  put  to  a vote  in  the 
churches,  he  would  win.  He  is  often  seen  as  per- 
secuted because  of  his  righteousness. 

What  I’m  saying  is  that  to  politick,  you  politick. 
You  walk  precincts,  you  get  out  the  vote,  you  cir- 
culate petitions,  you  write  letters,  you  contact 
your  representatives,  etc.  There  is  no  religious 
shortcut  to  all  this  boring,  time-consuming  work. 

Furthermore,  those  of  us  who’ve  done  our  job 
and  paid  our  dues  won’t  welcome  Massey’s  intru- 
sion any  more  than  we  did  Watt’s.  In  both  cases 
the  quick-reading  public  may  see  such  deliberate 
dust-storms  as  smokescreens  for  some  undisclosed 
villainy. 

Besides,  Friend  Massey  would  open  a can  of 
worms  we  cannot  foresee  at  this  point.  For  example. 
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if  the  campaign  were  entirely  successful,  with  main- 
line preachers  thumping  for  the  environment  every 
Sunday  morning,  won’t  this  be  a defeat  in  victory? 
We’d  get  a reprise  of  Watt,  plus  a full  attack  from 
the  loudest  Christians  in  the  land,  citing  the  same 
Bible  but  coming  to  opposite  conclusions,  possibly 
including  dark  hints  as  to  the  sedition  of  all  Quakers, 
their  secret  addiction  to  satanism,  etc.  Successful, 
it  is  a formula  for  disrupting  the  highly  successful 
environment  movement. 

This  is  not  a plea  for  the  Quakers  to  do  nothing, 
but  to  do  what  a small  group,  armed  with  moral 
authority  (though  possibly  always  insufferably 
middleclass),  can  do.  We  can,  for  example,  step  up 
the  campaign  to  mobilize  the  mainline  churches  in 
the  Sanctuary  Movement.  Here  no  backlash  from 
the  super-Christians  is  likely.  The  basic  issue  is  as 
religious  as  the  Lost  Tribes;  and  the  moral  high 
ground  is  commanded  by  people  who’ve  put  their 
lives,  their  liberty  and  their  sacred  honor  on  the 
line  to  succor  a harrassed  minority  now  in  our  midst. 
There  is  also  urgency  here,  and  a need  for  wisdom. 

It  is  the  Underground  Railroad  of  the  80s,  but  we 
want  this  one  not  to  end  in  Civil  War. 

Report  from  the  Committee  on  Unity  with 
Nature 

This  is  to  describe  briefly  what  Marshall  Massey 
and  the  Committee  on  Unity  with  Nature  named 
by  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  have  been  doing  since 
we  were  gathered  in  LaVerne,  California,  in  August, 
1985. 

Many  Meetings  within  PYM  have  begun  to  ex- 
plore what  it  might  mean  to  act  as  Friends  in  Unity 
with  Nature,  and  a number  have  begun  study  or 
working  groups,  including  such  Meetings  as  San 
Fernando  Valley,  Santa  Cruz,  and  Palo  Alto,  whose 
Fall  Meeting  retreat  was  centered  around  Friends 
and  the  environment. 

Friends  continue  their  generous  support  of  the 
work  being  undertaken  by  Marshall  Massey  and 
the  Committee,  and  one-half  of  the  $30,000  we 
believe  will  be  required  to  fund  this  work  for  the 
coming  year  has  now  been  contributed.  This  in- 
cludes a $2,000  gift  just  received  from  the  Thomas 


H.  and  Mary  Williams  Shoemaker  Fund  in 
Philadelphia,  a fund  which  normally  supports 
Friends’  projects  in  the  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting 
area.  First  contacts  have  been  made  with  several 
west  coast  foundations,  and  one  major  Bay  Area 
foundation  has  encouraged  us  to  submit  a full  pro- 
posal. If  you  know  of  particular  foundations  which 
we  should  be  contacting,  we  would  appreciate  know- 
ing about  them,  since  fund  raising  will  be  a major 
emphasis  for  the  next  several  months. 

Bernie  Chevalier,  a prominent  violinist  with  the 
San  Francisco  Symphony,  and  Marsha  Chevalier,  a 
fine  pianist  who  is  convenor  for  the  Napa-Sonoma 
Worship  group,  have  offered  us  their  special  skills 
during  the  month  of  February,  1986,  playing  con- 
certs to  raise  funds  exclusively  for  PYM’s  Environ- 
mental Fund.  Thus  far,  eight  concerts  are  in  the 
planning  stage.  If  you  or  your  Meeting  or  other 
groups  in  which  you  are  active  have  a decent  piano 
and  are  interested  in  hosting  a lovely  afternoon  or 
evening  of  music  with  a brief  presentation  by  a 
member  of  the  Unity  with  Nature  Committee, 
please  contact  me  at  the  address  given  below. 

Marshall  Massey  has  completed  the  working 
outline  for  the  expanded  somcthook.  In  Defense 
of  the  Peaceable  Kingdom,  which  he  is  writing  for 
Friends  and  the  wider  religious  community.  Fol- 
lowing the  conference,  Quakers  United  in  Publish- 
ing, which  Bob  Schutz,  Shirley  Ruth,  and  Jeanne 
Lohmann  attended  and  where  there  was  some  dis- 
cussion of  Marshall’s  writings.  Friends  United  Press 
wrote  to  say  that  they  were  interested  in  the  pos- 
sibility of  co-publishing  Marshall’s  book  with  a 
major  publisher. 

Marshall  will  be  speaking  to  a gathering  of 
Friends  in  Springfield,  Oregon,  the  first  weekend 
of  February  and  has  also  agreed  to  address  the 
FWCC  Section  of  the  Americas  meeting  in  March, 
1986.  Plans  are  nearly  complete  for  a weekend 
workshop  with  Marshall  Massey  at  Ben  Lomond 
Quaker  Center,  February  21-23.  Reservations  and 
a deposit  of  $25.00  may  be  sent  to  Quaker  Center, 
Box  686,  Ben  Lomond,  California  95005.  Flyers 
describing  this  weekend  are  at  the  printers  and  will 
soon  be  mailed. 

The  fourth  issue  of  the  Unity  with  Nature  News- 
(Continued  on  page  90) 
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letter  is  being  mailed  this  week  and  this  has  already 
begun  to  weave  a web  of  PYM  Friends  in  active 
communication  with  one  another.  If  you  are  not 
receiving  the  newsletter  and  would  like  to,  please 
contact  editor  Bob  Schutz  at  7899  Saint  Helena 
Road,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95404,  enclosing,  if  you 
are  able,  a contribution  to  cover  costs  of  preparing 
and  mailing.  We  also  encourage  Meetings  which 
have  not  yet  named  a contact  person  for  the  Unity 
with  Nature  Committee  to  do  so. 

Alan  Strain,  Clerk,  Unity  with  Nature 

Committee,  369  Wayside  Road,  Portola 

Valley,  CA  94025,  (415)  851-1803 

Discovering  our  New  Faith  and  Practice 
by  Henry  Spielman,  San  Francisco  Meeting 

The  Discipline  Committee  of  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  is  to  be  congratulated  on  producing  a 
deeply  religious  edition  of  Faith  and  Practice. 

From  my  viewpoint  it  ranks  favorably  with  basic 
source  material  being  used  in  classes  in  religion  at 
San  Francisco  State  University.  It  contains  pro- 
found thoughts  on  the  development  of  one’s  inner 
religious  convictions. 

When  I first  got  my  copy  of  the  1985  edition 
of  Faith  and  Practice,  I went  through  it  rather  quick- 
ly and  thought  it  a good  update  of  the  1973  edition. 
The  comment  on  the  last  page  caused  me  to  pause 
and  reinvestigate  what  I had  just  read.  This  edition 
was  five  years  in  preparation  by  the  Yearly  Meeting 
committee.  That  reminded  me  that  our  Monthly 
Meeting  had  noted  some  defects  of  the  1973  edition 
shortly  after  it  was  published  and  some  serious 
drafting  attempts  were  undertaken  as  early  as  1977 
and  1978.  Other  meetings  must  have  had  similiar 
reactions.  So,  one  wonders  how  many  work-hours, 
work-months,  even  work-years  have  gone  into  this 
revision!  Certainly  this  edition  deserves  very  care- 
ful study.  It  is  the  product  of  Quaker  consensus 
and  unity. 

The  Adult  Religious  Education  Discussion  Group 
of  our  Monthly  Meeting  decided  that  the  new 
edition  of  Faith  and  Practice  should  be  given  such 
careful  attention  and  would  be  the  material  for 


study  for  our  1985-86  year.  We  are  trying  to  use 
scholarly  techniques  that  are  the  equivalent  of  the 
scientific  method.  We  began  at  the  beginning  and 
are  going  page  by  page  in  an  effort  to  understand 
the  words  as  well  as  the  thoughts.  If  we  do  not 
understand  the  message,  we  are  not  in  a position  to 
evaluate  its  contents  honestly.  As  of  November  14 
we  had  reached  page  eight. 

The  early  pages  highlight  the  spiritual  founda- 
tion of  Quaker  Faith.  Selections  from  the  writings 
of  George  Fox  have  been  for  us  a source  of  signifi- 
cant insight.  We  have  been  impressed  by  Fox’s 
personal  encounter  with  the  Scriptures  and  with 
Christ  and  what  a lasting  influence  they  made  upon 
him.  He  was  transformed  by  his  vision  on  Pendle 
Hill  and  was  never  the  same  after  that.  His  inner 
vision  was  something  he  could  explain  to  others 
because  he  had  experienced  it.  Of  course,  he  had 
searched  for  several  years  before  the  vision  came, 
but  he  had  kept  looking.  His  searching  was  in  a 
period  when  few  copies  of  the  Bible  in  English  were 
available,  which  must  mean  that  he  memorized 
large  sections  of  both  Old  and  New  Testaments 
when  he  had  access  to  them.  The  quote  on  page 
five  indicates  that  Fox  caught  the  meaning  of  the 
message  of  the  Scriptures,  a message  that  existed 
before  there  were  written  records,  exists  today  and 
will  continue  for  those  who  are  prepared  to  compre- 
hend it.  Fox  does  seem  to  have  put  considerable 
emphasis  upon  the  need  for  preparation  for  one’s 
search  to  “know  God  or  Christ  or  the  Scriptures 
aright.” 

Our  study  of  The  Quaker  Faith,  Part  II,  indi- 
cates the  importance  of  cultivating  a personal  inner 
religion.  We  cannot  answer  “that  of  God  in  every 
one”  until  we  are  capable  of  answering  “that  of 
God”  in  ourselves.  We  attempt  to  live  an  outward 
life  consistent  with  our  inner  religion.  The  more 
God  orients  our  inner  life,  the  more  God-oriented 
our  outer  life  is.  Our  actions  must  originate  in  a 
sound  inner  spirit,  to  use  Fox’s  term.  On  the  other 
hand  we  must  realize  that  “too  engrossing  a devo- 
tion to  the  social  gospel  results  in  a religion  which, 
in  improving  the  outer  environment,  ignores  de- 
fects in  the  inner  life  which  cause  the  outer  dis- 
order” (page  92).  We  need  a balance. 
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Our  study  group  realizes  that  we  are  making 
slow  progress  and  some  members  have  dropped 
out  but  others  have  joined  us.  We  have  found  that 
there  is  so  much  food  for  thought  that  we  have  to 
go  slowly  and  feel  we  have  understood  the  message 
before  we  go  to  the  next  page.  At  this  pace  it  will 
take  us  a long  time  to  go  through  Faith  and 
Practice.  When  we  reach  the  more  organizational 
and  procedural  sections,  we  will  probably  move 
much  faster.  Right  now  we  are  searching  for 
understanding. 

We  agreed  that  this  edition  of  Faith  and 
Practice  is  an  excellent  synthesis  of  the  Quaker 
approach  to  religion  and  a wonderful  “guide  to 
Christian  discipline.” 

Thoughts  Inspired  by  PYM’s  New  Faith 
and  Practice 

by  Donald  Campbell,  Mexico  City  Monthly  Meeting 

The  new  PYM  Faith  and  Practice  reached  me 
just  a few  days  ago,  and  I hasten  to  congratulate 
the  Discipline  Committee  on  a heavy  task  well 
done.  Format,  typography  and  content  all  speak 
of  loving  dedication  and  care. 

But,  after  reading  the  opening  section  of  Worship 
and  Faith,  I had  a feeling  that  something  was  lacking. 
If  “our  corporate  search  for  God’s  Word  in  the 
Meeting  for  Worship  is  the  very  heart  of  the  Quaker 
Meeting,”  should  we  not  give  it  more  space  and 
importance  in  our  Discipline?  Should  we  not  also 
coach  newcomers  in  the  uses  of  sweet  silence?  The 
following  are  a few  points  which  could  bear  elabora- 
tion; I invite  opinions  and  experiences  of  other 
Friends  regarding  them. 

Punctual  Attendance.  Most  of  the  Friends  who 
have  written  about  the  Meeting  for  Worship  agree 
that  the  first  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  are,  or  should 
be,  devoted  to  a “centering  down”  process,  a time 
for  waiting  on  God,  when  the  mind  is  quieted  and 
the  spirit  prepared.  But,  at  least  in  the  Meeting  to 
which  I belong,  several  members  and  attenders 
habitually  arrive  half  an  hour  late,  or  later.  I have 
proposed  several  times  that  the  door  be  closed  at 
twenty  minutes  after  the  hour  and  no  one  admitted 
after  that  time,  but  mine  has  been  a voice  crying  in 


the  wilderness. 

Posture.  No  mention  is  made  in  our  Discipline 
of  this  important  point.  Here  I find  that  my  own 
ideas  and  practice  coincide  largely  with  those  put 
forward  by  Howard  Collier  in  a pamphlet  first  pub- 
lished by  London  Yearly  Meeting  and  reprinted 
by  Pendle  Hill  in  1944  (PH  Pamphlet  No.  26). 

Here,  slightly  condensed,  is  what  Friend  Collier 
has  to  say  on  the  subject:  “If  we  wish  to  achieve 
real  bodily  inactivity  during  worship  we  must  dis- 
cover a method  of  sitting  that  can  be  maintained 
for  the  period  of  an  hour.  We  should  sit  erect.  . . . 
The  feet  should  be  disposed  in  such  fashion  that, 
when  the  muscles  of  the  legs  are  relaxed,  the  knees 
do  not  fall  apart  but  remain  steady.  This  can  be 
accomplished  either  by  crossing  the  feet  at  the 
ankles  (this  is  the  best  posture  for  tall  people)  or 
by  resting  the  feet  side  by  side  upon  the  floor. 

The  legs  should  never  be  crossed  at  the  knees.  The 
hands  should  be  lightly  clasped  and  should  rest 
upon  the  thighs.  . . . Many  find  that  the  most  rest- 
ful attitude  is  for  the  upturned  palm  of  one  hand 
to  support  the  back  of  the  other  hand,  while  both 
wrists  rest  upon  the  thighs.  The  head  (especially 
during  the  early  stage  of  meditation)  should  be 
held  relatively  erect.  It  must  certainly  be  balanced 
upon  the  axis  of  the  neck. . . . The  whole  body  is 
generally  relaxed  and  sinks  into  quiescence  and 
rest.”  Collier’s  entire  pamphlet  merits  careful 
study;  it  should  be  reissued. 

Prayer  in  Meeting.  “Pray  without  ceasing,” 
urges  Paul  in  his  first  letter  to  the  Thessalonians. 
Not  all  of  us  would  adopt  the  Russian  Pilgrim’s 
prayer  of  the  heart:  “Lord  Jesus  Christ,  have 
mercy  on  me,”  though  this  brief  prayer  is  practiced 
by  thousands.  It  is  a form  of  mantra,  and  may  pos- 
sibly represent  Buddhist  or  Hindu  influence  on  the 
early  Eastern  Church. 

But,  aside  from  prayers  of  thanksgiving,  ought 
not  our  only  prayer  be  “Thy  will  be  done”?  In  my 
own  case,  I find  that  it  helps  me  to  center  down 
by  combining  prayer  with  a simple  breathing  exer- 
cise. As  I inhale,  I count  my  breaths;  with  each 
exhalation  I mentally  pray,  “Thy  will  be  done  on 
earth.”  In  this  manner  I count  to  ten,  then  repeat. 
When  from  distraction  I lose  count,  it’s  back  to 
square  one  and  begin  again.  (Outside  of  Meeting, 

(Continued  on  page  92) 


PAGE  92  - JANUARY,  1986 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


(Thoughts  Inspired  by  F.  & P.:  Cont.  from  page  91) 

when  I am  walking,  the  words  can  be  accommo- 
dated to  my  footsteps;  while  driving  my  car,  the 
repetition  of  this  prayer  calms  my  nerves  and,  I 
trust,  reduces  the  risk  of  accidents.) 

Speaking  Out  of  the  Silence.  How  many  mes- 
sages in  Meeting  for  Worship  “arise  from  true 
leadings  of  the  Spirit?”  Very  few.  I think  I can 
count  those  I have  heard  on  the  fingers  of  one 
hand  and  perhaps  have  a finger  or  two  to  spare. 

And  yet,  as  Douglas  Steere  reminds  us.  Meetings 
may  become  too  silent  and  gradually  fade  away. 
What  to  do? 

I think  we  can  rule  out  all  messages  read  from 
a book.  If  you  are  going  to  quote,  then  do  so 
from  memory.  You  may  have  memorized  a brief 
Bible  verse  or  text.  As  you  meditate  upon  it,  as 
you  turn  it  over  in  your  mind,  it  may  begin  to 
assume  a newer  and  deeper  meaning,  a numinous 
quality.  At  about  this  point,, someone  may  sur- 
prise you  by  speaking  words  which  seem  to  attach 
themselves  to  your  memorized  passage  and  a mes- 
sage may  begin  to  form  in  your  own  mind.  Your 
heart  begins  to  beat  faster.  You  hold  back,  but 
no,  you  must  speak.  And  all  at  once,  you  find 
yourself  speaking!  But  then,  of  course,  the  oppo- 
site may  occur:  someone  may  anticipate  you  by 
speaking  on  a totally  unrelated  topic;  the  slowly 
accumulating  message  is  shattered;  you  hold  your 
peace.  In  such  cases,  speech  is  silver,  silence  is 
golden. 

Poetry  and  Song  in  Meeting  for  Worship.  I’m 
not  suggesting  that  you  bring  a book  of  verses  to 
Meeting  and  read  from  it!  What  I mean  to  suggest 
is  that  the  Bible,  especially  the  King  James  Version, 
abounds  in  poetry  of  surpassing  beauty  and  depth. 
Let  us  try  to  put  more  poetry  into  our  Meetings  for 
Worship!  And  as  for  singing,  well,  if  you  have  a 
voice  and  can  remember  the  words,  and  if  the  words 
are  appropriate,  why  not?  That  is,  if  the  Spirit 
moves  you! 


Letters 

Dear  Friends, 

Do  not  let  a word  become  a stumbling  block 
to  our  love  for  one  another,  or  create  resentment 
and  hurt,  “for  the  word  killeth. . 

The  man,  Jesus,  is  a difficulty  for  many  when 
the  word  “Christ”  is  used  as  his  last  name.  Though 
for  me,  and  to  me,  Jesus  is  the  most  accessible  of 
the  manifestations  of  the  Christ,  I know  that  all 
who  have  been  teachers  of  God’s  love,  God’s  caring 
for  and  working  with  his  creatures,  have  also  been 
such  manifestations.  There  is  the  anointing  (the 
Christ)  within  each  of  us— that  part  which  seeks  and 
experiences  the  universal  God,  the  Great  Spirit, 
the  Father,  the  Creator,  or  whatever  word  one  uses 
to  describe  the  indescribable. 

Let  the  word  “Christ”  also  have  this  type  of 
universal  meaning.  Do  not  put  the  word  “Christ” 
in  a box,  but  let  it  soar,  embracing  all  creation  in 
universal  love  and  peace. 

Marsha  Chevalier,  Napa-Sonoma 

Worship  Group 

Dear  Friends, 

Although  I am  not  a “weighty  Friend”  as 
described  on  p.  24  of  the  new  Faith  and  Practice,  I 
am  also  not  “a  persistent  and  perhaps  chronic  objec- 
tor.” But  I must  join  Gene  Knudsen-Hoffman  in 
objecting  to  the  language  of  the  new  Discipline.  I 
regret  that  I did  not  voice  objections  before  the 
volume  was  finally  approved.  If  those  of  us  who 
share  a more  universalist  point  of  view  remain  si- 
lent, we  cannot  expect  the  committee  to  speak  for 
us.  Yet  surely  the  writers  of  the  new  Faith  and 
Practice  must  know  that  many  Quakers  cannot 
affirm  the  “continuing  reality  of  the  living  Christ.” 

I have  always  believed  with  Jane  Rushmore  (a 
woman  who  spent  much  of  her  life  attempting  to 
reunite  the  two  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meetings)  that 
“the  teachings  of  our  Quaker  forefathers  were  in- 
tended to  be  landmarks,  not  campsites.”  Perhaps, 
it  is  necessary  for  some  of  us  to  look  at  the 
teachings  of  contemporary  Friends  in  the  same 
light. 

Sincerely, 

Margaret  Reynolds,  Santa  Cruz  Meeting 
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SUBSCRIPTION  RENEWALS  FOR  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 
DUE  JANUARY  1,  1986 

Friends  Bulletin  Committee  during  its  August  meetings  announced  an  increase 
in  subscription  rates  (the  first  in  over  three  years)  in  order  to  ensure  a more  stable 
fiscal  base  for  Friends  Bulletin.  Since  group  subscribers  have  received  our  maga- 
zine at  cost,  it  has  been  impossible  for  us  to  keep  abreast  with  inflation  and  cost- 
of-living  salary  adjustments  or  to  build  a reserve.  Therefore,  beginning  January  1, 
1986,  individual  subscriptions  will  cost  $16.00  and  group  subscriptions  through 
Meetings  will  be  $14.00 

If  you  are  an  individual  subscriber,  please  fill  out  this  form,  write  your  check  for 
$16.00  to  Friends  Bulletin,  detach  the  form,  enclosing  your  check,  and  mail  it  with 
a 22  cent  stamp.  (The  form  is  addressed  on  the  reverse  side.  Staple  or  tape  edges.) 

If  you  are  a group  subscriber,  please  renew  with  your  Meeting  by  giving  your 
check  to  your  treasurer  or  to  the  person  designated  by  your  Meeting  to  take  care  of 
renewals. 

Gifts  to  Friends  Bulletin  are  tax  deductible  and  most  welcome.  Our  budget 
depends,  in  part,  on  them. 

I am  enclosing  an  additional  amount  as  a gift:  $ ■ 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

ZIP  CODE 

Suggestions  for  future  topics: 


I would  like  to  contribute  articles  or  ? 


I would  be  interested  in  serving  on  Bulletin  Committee or  in  helping 

with  a subscription  drive  in  my  Meeting . 

I would  like  to  suggest  the  following  additions  or  changes  in  Friends  Bulletin: 


[Please  help  your  editors  by  taking  a few  minutes  to  write  your  check  and  enclose 
it  in  this  form.  Many  office  hours  and  much  money  can  be  saved  with  your  help. 
Thanks!] 
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Friends’  Witness  at  Vandenberg 


Arrests  at  Quaker  Meetings 

by  Edward  Van  Valkenburgh,  Santa  Cruz  Meeting 

Shortly  after  6 a.m.  on  a foggy  August  6,  1985, 
three  cars  were  parked  along  a county  road  at  an 
intersection  adjacent  to  a public  school;  six  passen- 
gers exited.  They  spoke  quietly  to  each  other, 
picked  up  their  signs  and  walked  toward  the  stop 
lights  at  the  intersection.  A four-day  vigil  and  wit- 
ness in  commemoration  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki 
was  about  to  begin  in  front  of  Vandenberg  Air 
Force  Base  near  Lompoc,  California.  By  7:30  a.m. 
the  base  and  its  mission  were  again  safe  from  the 


threat  posed  by  these  six  sign-holding  vigilers. 

After  taking  the  six  into  custody,  the  military  po- 
lice released  them  with  “ban  and  bar”  letters, 
barring  them,  forever,  from  VAFB  and  threatening 
them  with  arrest  and  the  potential  of  a $500  fine 
and/or  a six  months  prison  sentence  should  they 
attempt  to  continue  the  vigil.  By  1 p.m.  that  same 
day,  two  of  the  vigilers  returned  and  were  arrested 
(which  was  the  only  way  to  guarantee  a court  re- 
view of  the  base’s  action).  They  were  issued  cita- 
tions ordering  them  to  trial  and  released. 

When  Santa  Cruz  Monthly  Meeting  and  Santa 
Barbara  Monthly  Meeting  decided  to  co-sponsor 
this  vigil  there  was  no  anticipation  that  these 
arrests  would  occur.  Indeed,  the  four-day  vigil  was 
seen  as  considerably  less  ambitious  than  the  sixty- 
two  day,  24  hour/day  vigil  held  on  the  same  site 
in  1984.  During  the  1984  Vigil  two  Meetings  for 
Worship  had  occurred  under  the  care  of  Santa 
Barbara  Monthly  Meeting;  a group  from  Santa  Cruz 
Monthly  Meeting  was  involved  in  planning  and 
supporting  the  vigil.  In  support  of  the  four  day 
vigil  in  1985,  Santa  Barbara  Monthly  Meeting 
scheduled  two  Meetings  for  Worship,  one  on  the 
evening  of  August  6,  the  other  on  the  evening  of 
August  9. 

Two  weeks  before  the  vigil  was  to  begin,  a call 
from  the  California  Highway  Patrol  to  Nancy  Lynch 
of  Santa  Barbara  Meeting  brought  the  news  of  a 
hastily  constructed  chain-link  fence  and  a query 
as  to  how  the  vigil  would  respond.  The  new  fence 
surrounded  the  small  grassy  area  on  the  public 
easement  for  the  road,  a location  which  had 
served  as  the  center  of  the  ’84  vigil  and  the  site  of 
the  Meeting  for  Worship.  Efforts  by  None" 
Redmond,  clerk  of  Santa  Barbara  Monthly 
Meeting,  and  ACLU  attorneys  to  engage  the  base 
command  in  discussions  about  the  new  fence  were 
fruitless.  The  base  command  refused  to  attend  a 
joint  meeting  arranged  by  the  California  Highway 
Patrol  between  the  Friends  and  the  base.  (Repre- 
sentatives from  Friends  did  meet  with  the  High- 
way Patrol.)  Realizing  that  the  base’s  new  policy 
represented  a threat  of  arrest  at  the  Meeting  for 
Worship,  the  location  for  the  August  6 Meeting 
was  changed  from  the  main  gate  to  a nearby  public 

(Continued  on  page  94) 
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The  Meeting  for  Worship  at  Ken  Adam  Park 
on  August  6,  1985,  was  a gathering  of  some  thirty 
people,  from  the  local  communities,  and  the  two 
monthly  meetings.  After  worship,  during  the  shared 
meal,  the  arrests  from  earlier  in  the  day  were  discus- 
sed. The  gathered  group  then  considered  the  matter 
of  the  scheduled  worship  for  Friday,  August  9,  and 
decided  to  proceed,  in  a strict  manner  of  worship, 
at  the  school  house  corner  across  from  the  main 
gate  at  Vandenberg  Air  Force  Base. 

On  Friday,  August  9,  1985,  at  about  7:30  p.m., 
in  commemoration  of  the  bombing  of  Nagasaki,  a 
Meeting  for  Worship  was  held  across  from  Vanden- 
berg’s  main  gate.  Some  twenty-four  people  gather- 
ed to  worship,  in  a circle,  in  silence,  holding  can- 
dles. Worship  continued  for  nearly  an  hour  when 
Air  Force  Security  Police  marched  out  from  the 
base.  They  ordered  the  worshipers  to  vacate  the 
base  within  two  minutes  or  be  arrested.  Twelve 
people  remained  in  worship  and,  shortly,  were 
taken  into  custody.  Eight  received  “ban  and  bar” 
letters;  four  were  cited  for  trespass  and  ordered  to 
trial. 

Following  these  events  and  arrests,  the  Monthly 
Meetings  have  been  considering  their  responses. 

Each  has  considered  holding  additional  Meetings 
for  Worship.  Each  has  considered  the  possibilities 
and  resources  needed  to  bring  civil  suit  against  the 
military.  After  consideration  at  two  regular 
Business  Meetings  and  a special  Called  Meeting, 

Santa  Cruz  Monthly  Meeting  determined  to  hold  a 
Meeting  for  Worship  on  October  27,  1985.  On 
that  day,  some  35  people  gathered  for  Worship  on 
the  school  house  corner.  After  several  warnings 
by  Air  Force  Security  Police,  twenty  were  taken 
into  custody;  since  none  had  been  previously 
banned,  all  received  “ban  and  bar”  letters  and 
were  released  that  evening. 

How  shall  the  wider  community  of  Friends 
respond?  To  date,  two  Monthly  Meetings  have 
had  their  Meetings  for  Worship  intruded  upon. 

Some  thirty  or  more  members  and  attenders  from 
these  and  other  meetings  have  been  arrested. 

The  right  to  worship  is  being  challenged.  The 
right  to  First  Amendment  expression  along  a pub- 
lic road  is  being  threatened.  A witness  against 


nuclear  weapons  is  being  suppressed. 

I hope  there  will  be  many  Meetings  for  Worship 
by  many  Monthly  Meetings  at  Vandenberg  Air 
Force  Base. 

[Vandenberg  Air  Force  Base  is  the  Strategic 
Air  Command  training  ground  for  all  United  States 
ICBM  launch  crews;  an  assembly  and  missile-testing 
facility  for  the  MX  missile;  the  missile  test  center 
for  Star  Wars  Hardware;  the  west  coast  launch  site 
for  military  Space  Shuttle  flights  (classified);  the 
missile  test  center  for  Anti-Satellite  weapons  sys- 
tems; the  west  coast  launch  site  of  monthly  ICBM 
test  flights  landing  in  the  Kwajalein  Atoll.] 


On  Caring  for  Mother 
by  Lois  Barton,  Eugene  Meeting 

“To  comfort  all  that  mourn; ...  to  give  unto  them 
beauty  for  ashes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the 
garment  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness. . 

Isaiah  61:2-3. 

“You  and  your  mother  had  better  be  very  good 
friends,”  Maqorie  told  me  when  she  learned  mother 
had  come  to  live  out  her  life  in  our  home.  “It’s  no 
easy  task  to  see  a parent  through  those  declining 
years,”  she  said. 

At  that  time,  more  than  five  years  ago,  I felt 
great  confidence  in  my  ability  to  handle  the  situa- 
tion. Mother  and  I have  been  best  of  friends  for 
many  years. 

Now  that  she  is  failing  rapidly.  I’ve  learned  some 
of  the  meaning  in  my  friend’s  warning.  As  mother’s 
health  declines,  and  most  particularly  her  mental 
state.  I’ve  had  to  deal  with  intense  anger,  disgust, 
resentment  and  accompanying  guilt  feelings. 

In  an  effort  to  sort  things  out  I sat  down  the 
other  morning  and  put  my  feelings  on  paper.  I 
wrote,  “I’m  angry  and  disgusted  with  mother  most 
of  the  time.  Her  behavior  rubs  me  the  wrong  way 
and  I seem  unable  to  accept  her  confusion  and  in- 
firmity. I can’t  stand  to  look  at  her  when  her 
false  teeth  are  out  of  her  mouth.  Her  groans  of 
pain  evoke  anger,  not  sympathy.  The  way  she 
dawdles  over  her  food  is  both  disgusting  and  frus- 
trating. As  she  dozes  all  hunched  over  for  hours 
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on  end  I want  to  force  her  to  straighten  up  and 
sleep  like  a normal  person. 

Mother  is  well  into  her  94th  year,  has  had  a 
full  life  and  is  ready  for  transition.  She  lives  with 
pain  and  frustration  as  her  body  gives  out.  Why 
has  her  decline  affected  me  so  negatively?” 

As  I wrote  these  words  I began  to  understand 
that  the  child  in  me  is  grieving  and  rebellious  over 
losing  my  mother.  In  her  place  I find  a dying  old 
woman  whose  brain  is  clouded  with  morphine  and 
I’m  committed  to  caring  for  her. 

I wondered  whether  I could  call  on  another 
aspect  of  myself  to  take  over,  asking  God  to  com- 
fort the  grieving  child  in  me  while  I channeled  com- 
passion from  the  Universal  Mother.  Maybe  I could 
rise  above  the  sneaky  impulse  to  avoid  every  possible 
demand  from  her.  Maybe  my  scornful  disgust  could 
be  transformed  into  sympathetic  consideration.  It 
seemed  unlikely,  but  maybe  God  could  help  me  to 
accept  this  new  insight  and  find  ways  to  disconnect 
the  filial  ties  that  trigger  such  emotional  reactions. 

To  my  surprise,  the  process  of  writing  out  these 
feelings  brought  a change.  That  morning  mother 
awoke  quietly  with  an  unusually  peaceful  expression 
on  her  face.  I actually  felt  more  compassion  and 
detachment,  and  realized  I can  care  for  her  with 
little  of  the  emotional  turmoil  which  made  me 
want  to  strike  her  when  her  behavior  was  undig- 
nified or  irrational. 

I will  be  relieved  and  thankful,  for  her  sake, 
when  she  is  released  from  her  pain  and  incapacities, 
even  though  I recognize  the  loss  I’ll  face. 

Now  that  I’m  less  agitated  within,  my  mind  and 
spirit  are  more  free  to  make  their  peace  with  her  in- 
evitable passing.  I see  how  much  I have  enjoyed 
constant  association  these  past  years  with  one  who 
knows  my  childhood.  We  have  a common  base  of 
experience  which  allows  us  to  recall  and  enjoy 
events  and  people  unknown  to  anyone  around  us. 

I better  understand  her  loneliness.  For  years 
she’s  had  no  one  left  who  shared  her  early  experi- 
ences. So  often  she  wakes  with  names  of  child- 
hood associates  on  her  lips. 

Her  befuddled  awareness  includes  a constant 
sense  of  impermanence  in  this  setting.  She  talks 
of  going  away,  and  when  questioned  always  says 


we  are  going  “home.”  I’ve  been  able  to  say  calmly 
to  her,  and  she  to  accept  in  the  same  spirit,  that 
God  is  preparing  her  to  go  home  to  Him. 

Both  mother  and  I are  better  off  now.  It’s  hard 
to  realize  that  the  simple  technique  of  writing  out 
(acknowledging)  my  heavy  feelings  has  brought 
such  a healing  perspective.  I was  chagrined  when 
I saw  how  my  negativity  was  disturbing  mother 
and  feel  blessed  by  the  peace  this  change  has 
brought  to  both  of  us. 

A Critical  View  of  the  Sandinista  Government 
by  John  Dackawich,  Fresno  Meeting 

I am  moved  to  respond  to  the  invitation  to 
comment  on  Barbara  Graves’  article,  “Sandinista 
Q\\x\si\2XiS^^  {Friends  Bulletin:  July,  1985). 

Without  extending  approval  to  their  use  of  vio- 
lent warfare  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Somoza 
regime,  we  can  understand  and  sympathize  with 
the  abject  oppression  under  which  the  large 
majority  of  Nicaraguans  existed.  And,  with  the 
notable  exceptions  of  the  Kennedy  and  Carter 
administrations,  we  recognize  the  culpability  of 
the  U.S.  government  in  support  of  that  deplorable 
condition  for  most  of  this  century. 

Even  further,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
Reagan  administration  would  have  provided  strong 
support  for  the  Somozas  were  they  yet  in  power, 
just  as  it  supports  the  Marcos  rule  in  the  Philippines— 
a good  bet  to  become  the  next  Nicaragua.  In  fact, 
the  CIA  in  its  direction  of  Contra  action  against 
the  Sandinistas  has  been  very  selective  in  its  support. 
Newsweek  has  reported  that  any  truly  democratic 
force  among  the  Contras  has  been  excluded  in  favor 
of  former  Somoza  supporters.  On  that  basis,  1 
believe  we  must  stand  in  witness  against  armaments 
for  those  forces  and  the  terrorism  with  which  they 
ravage  the  Nicaraguan  campesinos. 

However,  that  is  another  matter  than  witnessing 
on  behalf  of  the  Marxist  government  of  Nicaragua. 

We  are  not  bound  to  aid  one  patently  immoral 
force  against  another  even  though  the  latter  may  be 
equally  to  blame.  Quite  the  contrary.  What  are 
future  generations  to  believe  about  Friends  who 
not  only  fail  to  stand  witness  against  the  most  mur- 

( Continued  on  page  96} 
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{A  Critical  View:  Cont.  from  page  95) 
derous  ideology  and  political  force  in  the  annals  of 
humanity,  but  who  actually  join  its  practitioners? 
And  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  accuracy  of 
that  depiction  of  Marxism. 

The  toll  already  is  many  tens  of  millions  of  per- 
sons. Roy  Medvedev,  contemporary  Soviet  his- 
torian, documents  at  least  50  million  political  mur- 
ders, and  perhaps  as  many  as  80  million,  in  the 
Soviet  Union  alone.  In  Poland,  during  the  days 
of  partition  and  later  during  its  “liberation,” 
another  3 to  4 million  “class  enemies”  were  mur- 
dered in  the  process  of  the  Marxist  subjection  of 
Eastern  Europe. 

In  the  immediate  aftermath  of  Marxist  victory 
in  China  8 to  9 million  more  were  lined  up  and 
shot  down  into  mass  graves.  Add  to  that  the  har- 
vest of  the  “killing  fields”  in  Cambodia,  under 
Chinese  sponsorship,  and  there  are  another  3 or  4 
million  murdered,  virtually  one-third  of  a nation. 
What  can  we  call  the  mass  bombing  of  whole 
villages  throughout  Afghanistan  other  than  political 
murder?  How  else  can  we  describe  the  continuous 
and  systematic  slaying  of  democratic  leaders  and 
campesinos  who  have  gained  hard-won  land  reforms 
in  the  villages  of  El  Salvador?  And  the  machine- 
gunning  of  dozens  of  defenseless  people  in  San 
Salvador  itself? 

A majority  of  those  weapons  of  destruction 
have  been  funneled  into  El  Salvador  by  the 
Marxist  government  of  Nicaragua,  who  receive 
them  by  direct  shipment  from  the  Soviet  Union 
and  its  satellites.  Clearly  such  trans-shipments, 
to  Guatemala  as  well  as  to  El  Salvador,  have  been 
one  down  payment  on  their  quid  pro  quo  that  is 
due  to  the  Marxist  masters  in  return  for  their  own 
weaponry,  past,  present  and  future.  Now  that 
Nicaragua  has  become  another  client  state  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  its  active  participation  in  further 
revolutionary  killings  in  the  region  has  become  a 
part  of  its  structured  role  as  a team  player  in 
Soviet-sponsored  violence  that  circles  the  globe. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  they  will  be  required 
to  provide  submarine  bases  and  mercenary  troops 
for  other  Marxist  wars,  as  have  the  Cubans.  What- 
ever their  role  is  to  be,  Ortega  undoubtedly  received 
a good  portion  of  his  instructions  when  he  was 


recently  summoned  to  Moscow. 

Lest  the  reader  claim  that  the  Sandinistas  are 
being  accused  of  guilt  by  association,  it  must  be 
made  clear  that  they  have  made  their  choice  to 
join  up  with  their  Marxist  brethren  with  whom  they 
share  in  categorizing  the  world  into  two  camps  of 
capitalist  oppressors  and  the  exploited.  And  the 
message  is  clear,  capitalism  and  property  holders 
are  to  be  destroyed  by  armed  violence.  Why  else 
have  Sandinista  raiders  murdered  local  civil  guards- 
men in  defenseless  neighboring  Costa  Rica?  Why 
have  they  been  the  chief  weapons  providers  for 
the  Marxist  killers  in  El  Salvador  and  also,  to  a 
lesser  extent,  in  Guatamala.  One  is  almost  tempted 
to  say  that  with  such  activity  they  brought  on  the 
Contra  insurgence  and  the  U.S.  militarization  of 
Honduras  as  a means  of  interdicting  those  practices. 
Why  have  they  ruthlessly  uprooted  Native  American 
tribes  from  ancestral  homelands  except  to  strive 
for  a greater  military  advantage  against  their 
Honduran  neighbors? 

Whatever  position  other  groups  take  toward 
Marxism  in  general  or,  specifically,  toward  the 
Sandinista  government,  the  two  are  clearly  and  in- 
extricably interconnected.  We  cannot  make  com- 
mon cause  with  the  devil’s  disciples  without  suc- 
cumbing to  the  devil.  Friends,  above  all,  should  be 
committed  to  following  some  of  the  many  available 
roads  away  from  oppressive  injustice  other  than  the 
one  route  of  massive  murder  under  the  banner  of 
Marxist  ideology,  which  many  Americans  of  the 
first  half  of  this  century,  such  as  Richard  Wright, 
came  to  describe  as  The  God  that  Failed. 

My  criticism  of  Marxism  has  been  contained 
within  a moral-religious  boundary.  However,  there 
is  another  whole  dimension  that  can,  and  perhaps 
should,  be  included.  There  are  very  real  reasons  to 
question  the  capacity  of  Marxism  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  exploding  third  world  populations.  Assuming 
that  worldwide  violence  doesn’t  lead  to  nuclear 
annihilation,  the  world’s  population  will  more  than 
double  in  the  very  near  future.  If  we  manage  this 
explosive  growth  intelligently,  we  can  work  our  way 
through  the  crisis.  However,  there  is  a rapidly 
mounting  body  of  scientific  evidence  which  indi- 
cates that  Marxism  is  not  capable  of  meeting  the 
challenge.  The  most  extreme  case  is  Ethiopia,  which 
has  had  a Marxist  government  for  more  than  ten 
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years.  While  the  USSR  has  been  able  to  supply 
them  with  tens  of  billions  in  armaments  to  kill,  up- 
root and  control  their  population  and  their  neigh- 
bors, they  have  not  been  able  to  cope  with  the  popu- 
lation explosion  and  also  feed  their  people.  To 
quote  the  Chinese  leadership  of  1984,  who  are 
faced  with  the  formidable  task  of  feeding,  shelter- 
ing, clothing,  educating  and  employing  more  than 
one-fifth  of  the  human  population,  “Marxism  is 
passe".” 

Book  Review 

by  Katrina  Smathers,  Palo  Alto  Meeting 

The  Oceanic  Quest:  Toward  a Religion  Beyond 
Illusion  by  Don  Calhoun,  Vantage  Press,  516  W. 

34th  St.,  New  York,  NY  10001,  282  pages, 

$10.95, 1983. 

Don  Calhoun,  a member  of  Miami  (Florida) 
Friends  Meeting,  has  distilled  a lifetime  of  Quaker 
living  and  thinking  into  this  concise  volume  which 
brings  philosophical,  psychological,  and  historical 
scholarship  into  a coherent  religious  frame  of  refer- 
ence. While  the  book  makes  almost  no  specific 
mention  of  Quakerism,  it  sets  forth  a point  of  view 
which  can  help  Friends  deepen  their  own  faith  and 
explain  the  Quaker  position  to  non-Friends. 

Calhoun  starts  from  the  premise  that  humanity 
is  by  its  very  nature  “fallen”  (to  use  the  Biblical 
term)  or  “alienated”  (to  use  the  contemporary 
word)  from  that  state  of  grace  in  which  each  indi- 
vidual would  be  in  harmony  with  nature  and  all 
other  forms  of  life.  All  kinds  of  human  activity, 
both  conscious  and  unconscious,  are  undertaken 
(with  results  ranging  from  partial  success  to  serious 
personal  and  social  disaster)  to  bridge  this  “ Great 
Separation”  inherent  in  the  human  condition. 

These  efforts  form  the  Oceanic  Quest  of  the  title. 

As  Calhoun  amplifies  it,  “the  crucial  point  is  that 
if  we  will  turn  our  attention  to  the  human  quest 
for  harmony  in  a world  of  disharmony,  for  calm  in 
a world  of  stress,  for  love  in  a world  of  alienation, 
we  may  eventually  arrive  at  the  essence  of  religion.” 

(p.  6) 


The  book  outlines  the  course  of  human  history 
that  shows  this  “quest”  element  in  both  individual 
life  and  in  societies.  (The  author  is  a professor  of 
sociology.)  Such  an  undertaking  is  so  vast  that  the 
result  could  be  almost  meaningless,  but  Calhoun’s 
scholarship  is  remarkable.  His  distillation  is  a mas- 
terpiece of  clarity,  which  provides  a valid  founda- 
tion for  his  own  religious  point  of  view. 

Calhoun  contrasts  the  “religion  of  authority” 
with  the  “religion  of  the  spirit,”  a distinction 
which  at  first  seems  obvious  to  Friends,  but  he  ties 
it  in  with  the  psychological  concepts  of  projection, 
guilt,  blame,  love  and  intelligence  in  a way  that 
gives  more  meaning  than  the  authority/ spirit 
dichotomy  often  carries.  His  discussion  of  mysti- 
cism is  perhaps  a key  portion  of  the  book.  He  re- 
lates mysticism  to  scientific  reality,  to  peak  experi- 
ences in  artistic  appreciation,  to  sexuality,  to  psy- 
chological pathology  and  finally  to  an  experience 
of  “agape”  or  outwardly  flowing  love  which  forms 
the  core  of  Quaker  experience. 

The  lucidity  of  expression  and  the  coherent 
flow  of  complex  ideas  are  as  admirable  as  the 
intellectual  scope  of  the  book.  Some  West  Coast 
Friends  will  regret  that  Calhoun’s  extensive  know- 
ledge of  twentieth  century  psychology  does  not 
include  much  reference  to  Jung.  But  the  overall 
scope  and  readability  of  this  book  make  it  a very 
valuable  addition  to  any  personal  or  Meeting  library. 


Dear  Friends, 

The  Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee  of 
Corvallis  Monthly  Meeting  noted  with  regret  that 
a statement  recorded  at  the  annual  session  of 
North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  and  subsequently 
printed  in  WiQ  Friends  Bulletin  (September  issue, 
page  1 5)  was  inaccurate.  Our  Meeting  was  not 
able  to  reach  unity  on  the  sanctuary  issue.  We 
hope  you  will  correct  any  misperceptions  people 
may  have  as  a result  of  the  statement  cited. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory  F.  Paulson  for  the  Ministry  and 

Oversight  Committee 
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Are  There  Friendly  Concerns  Needing 
Funding? 

From  The  Committee  of  Fund  for  Concerns,  PYM 

“For  the  Christian  the  whole  of  life  is  a 
a sphere  of  services  in  which  he  seeks 
to  use  his  particular  gifts  to  the  glory 
of  God.  Yet  sometimes  there  may 
come  a leading  to  some  specific  task, 
felt  by  him  as  an  imperative  claim  of 
God  upon  him  not  to  be  denied  even 
if  he  feels  personal  reluctance.  This  is 
what  Friends  call  a concern,  an  experi- 
ence they  have  known  throughout  their 
history.”  Chapter  25,  London  Yearly 
Meeting,  Church  Government 

Currently  we  are  not  aware  of  any  concerns  be- 
ing cleared  in  Monthly  Meetings.  Gifts  and  budget- 
ed donations  have  restored  our  balance  to  the 
healthy  sum  of  $3,391.00.  Some  Friends  may 
quickly  feel  “we  mustn’t  allow  that  to  sit  idly 
when  so  many  are  in  need.”  However,  the  brief 
six  year  life  of  the  Fund  would  indicate  that  con- 
cerns frequently  surface  in  several  Meetings  at 
once,  and  a concern  may  require  a considerable 
amount  of  money. 

We  invite  Friends  to  review  the  Guidelines  on 
file  in  each  meeting.  The  quotation  heading  this 
report  is  included  there.  We  encourage  Friends  to 
listen  to  their  “calls”  and  concerns.  The  distin- 
guishing factor  is  its  nature,  not  its  enormity. 
Possibly  some  concern  has  not  been  identified  as 
such.  It  might  seem  “small”  but  take  more  money 
than  you  have  at  this  time.  It  is  conceivable  that 
leadings  such  as  they  may  be  described  in  the 
quotation  above: 

— providing  a Quaker  presence  at  meetings- 
school  board,  city  council,  or  some  newly 
organizing  group  with  a particular  purpose; 
and  your  participation  is  impossible  with- 
out money  for  baby  sitting,  bus,  or  taxi  fare. 

— beginning  aid  to,  or  starting  a program  for 
some  needy  group. 

— bringing  together  at  a meal  or  dessert,  people 


engaged  in  public  antagonism  (e.g.,  about  a 
school  or  park  issue)  who  could  benefit  by 
meeting  together  informally,  without  pres- 
sure, to  discuss  the  situation. 

— being  a regular  visitor  or  helper  to  one/s 
who  are  elderly  or  handicapped;  but  you 
do  not  have  the  financial  means  to  free  the 
time. 

We  may  squelch  our  leadings  because  they  seem 
practicably  impossible.  Contemplating  these 
“holy  nudges,”  as  Douglas  Steere  might  call  them, 
frequently  leads  Meetings  to  action.  Sometimes  it 
is  a matter  for  the  Meeting;  at  other  times  we  must 
proceed  individually  with  the  support  of  our 
Meeting.  In  special  circumstances,  the  Meeting 
needs  support  outside  its  own  resources.  The 
Fund  for  Concerns  was  established  to  provide  one 
kind  of  resource.  For  a copy  of  the  Guidelines 
write  to  Aimee  Elsbree,  400  University  Circle, 
Claremont,  CA  91711. 

An  Appeal  for  J.W.S. 

You  can  help  John  Woolman  School,  the  only 
Friends  High  School  in  the  Western  United  States. 
The  new  International  Baccalaureate  Program  links 
us  with  schools  around  the  world,  allows  us  to  meet 
entrance  requirements  for  many  European  univer- 
sities, and  gives  advanced  placement  credit  in  U.S. 
universities.  We  need  more  students.  We  are  bor- 
rowing money  to  provide  the  school  with  working 
capital,  finance  new  recruitment  efforts,  and 
catch  up  on  “deferred  maintainance”  of  campus 
structures. 

We  would  rather  pay  interest  to  our  friends  and 
supporters,  so  we  are  looking  for  loans  from  Friends. 
(When  we  gave  our  Annual  Report  at  College  Park 
Quarterly  Meeting,  those  present  suggested  that  we 
make  an  appeal  for  funds  to  be  loaned  to  the  school.) 

We  know  Friends  are  interested  in  ethical  invest- 
ments, and  we  hope  that  many  of  you  will  be  able 
to  invest  from  $1,000  to  $10,000  or  more,  for  up 
to  five  years,  at  whatever  interest  you  are  now 
receiving,  up  to  10%. 

We  have  paid  off  all  the  original  mortgages  on 
the  property,  and  many  short-term  loans  from 
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Friends  over  the  twenty-three  year  history  of  the 
school.  The  more  our  borrowing  can  remain  “in- 
house,”  within  the  Friends  community,  the  less 
need  there  is  for  commercial  sources. 

Are  you  an  interested  ethical  investor?  Please 
contact  the  following:  C.P.F.E.A.,  Flarry  Bailey, 
Clerk,  (916)  273-6485,  and  Susanna  Matthay, 
Treasurer,  (9 \6)  273-1611;  John  Woolman  School, 
Bill  Moon,  Principal,  (916)  273-3183,  and  Ted 
Menmuir,  Business  Manager,  (916)  273-8017. 


Calendar 

January,  1986 

18  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting, 

Friends  House,  Santa  Rosa 

24-26  “Moving  from  the  Heart,”  Teresina 

Havens  and  Carla  De  Sola,  Quaker 
Center,  Ben  Lomond 

24-26  So.  California  Quarterly  Meeting 

& Mid-Winter  Fellowship,  Pacific 
Palisades 


Announcements 

Request  to  Help  Compile  a Friends  Sanctuary 
Network 

Friends  in  Meetings  which  have  declared 
Sanctuary,  are  considering  such  a declaration,  or 
are  interested  in  assisting  refugees  are  encouraged 
to  contact  the  Friends  Sanctuary  Network,  c/o 
AFSC,  1660  Lafayette  St.,  Denver,  CO  80218, 

USA.  We  hope  to  produce  a mailing  and  phone 
list  at  least,  and  perhaps  an  occasional  newsletter. 

Summer  1986  AFSC  Youth  Project  Openings 

March  1 is  the  deadline  for  applications  for  the 
AFSC  summer  projects  in  Mexico  and  Cuba. 

Ability  to  communicate  in  Spanish  is  necessary 
for  work  in  Mexico  and  fluency  preferred  for  the 
project  in  Cuba.  Those  in  the  age  range  of  18  to 
26  are  encouraged  to  apply.  The  projects  in 
Mexico  are  co-sponsored  by  the  Mexican  organiza- 
tions SEDEPAC  (Service,  Development,  and  Peace, 
A.C.)  and  the  Association  of  Friends  in  Sonora. 

They  last  six  to  seven  weeks  and  the  cost  is  $500 
plus  travel.  The  project  in  Cuba  is  co-sponsored 
by  Coordinacion  Obrero-Estudiantil  Bautista  de 
Cuba,  a Baptist  group.  It  lasts  one  month  and  is 
a hard  work  experience  with  theological  reflections 
on  the  social,  ecumenical,  ecclesiastical  and  doctrinal 
aspects  of  Christianity.  Applications  and  short 
project  descriptions  are  available  from  the  San 
Francisco  office  of  AFSC  (2160  Lake  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94121)  but  applications  must  be 
submitted  to  the  AFSC  National  Office  (1501 
Cherry  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19101). 


February,  1986 

14-17  “Face  to  Face:  Seeking  the  Soul  in 
Silence,”  Redwood  Quaker  Associ- 
ation for  Religion  and  Psychology 
with  Douglas  and  Dorothy  Steere, 

Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center, 
Registrar:  Anna  Bruff,  1008  Tenth 
St.,  Apt.  286,  Sacramento,  CA  95814 

21-23  Marshall  Massey:  A Quaker  Spiritual 
Approach  to  the  Environmental 
Crises,  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center 

March,  1986 


1 PYM  Representative  Committee  at 
San  Francisco  Friends  Center 


21-23  Joanna  Macy:  “Council  of  All  Beings: 
a Deep  Ecology  Workshop,”  Ben 
Lomond  Quaker  Center 


April,  1986 

11-13  So.  California  Friends  Conference 

on  Religion  and  Psychology,  “Sharing 
the  Inward  Journey,”  Astara,  Upland, 
CA,  Registrar:  Jean  Malcolm,  6475 
Dwane  Ave.,  San  Diego,  CA  92190 

11-13  “Life  and  Death:  An  Experiential 

Workshop,”  Bob  and  Margaret  Blood, 
Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center 
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I come  like  oxygen 

I come  like  oxygen,  enter 

and  dissolve.  I travel  my  own  paths 

in  your  body.  I’ve  studied  the  inside 
surface:  your  boldness  in  love’s  rip  and  graft. 

Spirit  resides  not  in  solitary  hearts 

but  in  space  stretched  open  between  friends. 

I want  you  to  come  to  my  house 
as  you  have  opened  yours. 

The  land  you  stand  on,  my  accomplice, 
holds  you  as  you  might  hold 

a chosen  stone,  trace  its  grain, 
test  how  far  you  can  heave  it. 

As  you  rise,  hollyhocks  will  sprout 
from  your  legs.  Foreign  voices 

will  sing  in  your  throat.  Lean 
on  the  sky.  You’ll  know  the  way. 

Paul  Jolly, 

Scattergood  School 


In  What  Ways  Do  We  Share  the  Faith 
That  is  in  Us? 

Your  editors  invite  and  encourage  contribu- 
tions for  two  forthcoming  issues  of  Friends 
Bulletin.  One  issue  will  be  concerned  with  “The 
Hidden  Suffering  Among  Us”  (religious  ques- 
tions in  living  through  abortion  decisions,  child 
abuse,  incest,  battering  and  rape;  personal  pri- 
vacy wUl  be  respected).  Another  issue  will  be 
concerned  with  “Meeting  for  Worship:  Nourish- 
ing Our  Faith”  (experience  in  worship,  personal 
theology,  prayer,  learning  to  respond  to  God’s 
Spirit  within  and  among  us). 
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To  Further  Our  Environmental  Concerns 
Friends, 

Marshall  Massey,  the  Committee  on  Unity 
with  Nature,  md  Friends  Bulletin  editors  ask 
for  your  help  and  cooperation  as  we  extend 
Marshall’s  writing  to  religious  groups  and  to 
others. 

Please  do  not  quote  out  of  context,  excerpt, 
or  copy  by  machine  or  by  other  means  for  wider 
distribution  or  for  other  uses  any  of  Marshall’s 
writings  published  by  Friends  Bulletin  unless 
you  have  asked  for  and  received  permission  from 
us  prior  to  such  actions.  In  this  way,  we  can 
attempt  to  avoid  creating  any  misunderstandings 
of  Marshall’s  ideas  which  can  occur. 

Copies  of  Marshall’s  speech  to  PYM  (printed 
m Friends  Bulletin,  November,  1985,  issue)  are 
available  through  the  Friends  Bulletin  office  at 
$1.50  each,  and  reprints  of  the  speech  will  be 
available  through  the  Committee  on  Unity  with 
Nature  by  mid-January. 


